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UNION JACK Bound Volum~~s, Very 
26 Vols; mostly earlier to al:)but 1927. 
bindings on these. 

Good Condition. 
No charge for 

POPULARS: 16 Bound Volum~~s. V.G.C. But some with 
certain numbers not bound in, at reduced prices. 

NELSON LEE MONSTER LIBR,
1

,RY: V.G.C. No. 1 £15: 
rest £12 each. Lots of Nelso~ in all series,_ from 
£1.25 each. I . _ 
MAGNETS and GEMS - Large n11.1rnbers, bound and unbound. 
Other items by Frank Richard t Many recent collections 
purchased. Stock as big as ev{

1

1r! Your wants lists appre
ciated. Come and see if you 11.can. Almost any time, _QY 
appointment please, weekdays an4,( weekends. 

Also a fast postal service is avai !able. 

HOWARD BAKER FACSIMILES ,and BOOK CLUB SPECIALS 
in stock. Lists of these on requ cest. 

BOYS' FRIEND LIBRARIES and SCHOOLBOYS' OWN 
LIBRARIES in bound volumes of about 6: £5 to £8 per 
volume. Many singles as well. 

MY STORE-ROOMS ARE CRAJMMED WITH INTERESTING 
STUFF! 

NORMAN SHAW 

84 BelvederE~ Road, 
Upper Norwood, Lo~ldon, SE 19 2HZ. 

Tel: 01 7711 9857 

Nearest Station (British l'~ail) Crystal Palace. 

* * * ). * 
* * * * * * l< 

* * 
* 
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. 8E1WEIN 

01JR~~EL\IIS 

EASTER PARA DE 

Easter and - hopefully - Spring will' almo st be upon us when 
yo u read this ed i t orial so, in cel ebration, this mon rth' s C.D. is an 
enlar ged ' special' - an Easter Par ade of articles, stories and pictures. 
The extra pages are an Easter Egg gift from me to you, made 
possible by the enthu siastic band of contributors who c0 ntinue to 
send so man y fine items for publication . In wishirng you a Happ y 
Easter I trust that the season's promise of hope and renewal will 
be fulfill ed for every one of you. 
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VISIT TO THE NORTHERN O.B.B.C. 

Last month ( had the very great pleasure of spending a few 

days in Leeds, to meet member s of the Northern Club with whom 

I spent several truly happy hours . What never fail s to fascinate 

me is that, after so many years, all of us are still brimming over 

at Club meetings (and in the C. D..) with things to discuss about 

our hobby. It is really ever-green . 
On th is them e, and particul arly for the benefit o f our newer 

readers, l would like to draw at tenti on to the ever-growing list 

of publications from the Museum Pre ss relating to the work of 

frank Richards and other authors of our favourite papers. The 

complete range of these pub lications is descr ibed elsewhe re in 

this issue of C.D, and we under sta nd th at a further Museum Press 

opus is somewhere 'in the pipelin e'. 

A TRlBUTE 

Alt hough it has nothing dir ec tly to do with old boys' books, 

l fee l l must mentio n the Zeebrugge ferry disaster for, while I 

am writing this editorial, we are all still suffe ring the shock of 

this . It is a tragedy whi ch will long be remembered - but so too 

will the bravery and self-sacrifice of the resc uer s from Britain, 

Belgium and elsewhere . There is a lo t in the mdoern world to 

crit1c1se - but human resilience and th e spirit of self-sacrifice are 

happily still very much to the fore . The Zeebrugge sinking high

light ed man y indelibl e ima ges of courage; one which I will not forget 

is of the young man who made himself into a human bridge in or der 

to save his family, friend s and many of his co mpanions in di st ress 

whom he did not know, but was determined to help. Am I stretching 

our feelings for the old papers too far to suggest that the traditions 

of service and responsibility - as embodied in her oes like Harry 

Wharton by Tom Merry - are stiJII very much alive in both old 

and yo ung people today? 
MARY CADOGAN 

***************************************************************** 
OBIT UA RIES : 

Sadly we have to report the passing of two more member s 

of ou r collecting circ le. Alf Hanson, of Urmston, Man ches ter , died 

early in the New Year, at the age of 75, after spendi ng Christmas 

with his f amily . Many of us will remember his enth usias m for 

the Nelson Lee, and his sk ill in illustration. (Per haps we shall be 
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abl e to publi sh some of his pictur es soon in th e C.D.) 

'Ber t ' Ho lmes of Barro w-in- furne ss, died peacef ul ly in hospi ta l 

on Febru ar y 20t h, aged 81, af ter bei ng Ill f or some ti me. He had 

been in t er este d in old boys' books since the mid-1960' s and, lik e 

A lf Hanson, will be missed not on ly by his fami ly lbut by fr iends 

in our hobby. (We are indebte d to Mr. C.S. Raven and Mr . A . Dacre 

fo r not ices of Alf' s and Ber t 's deat h. ) 

***************************************************************** 

APRIL 1937 

In Modern Boy a new series has sLarted th is month about Len 

Lex, the Schoo lboy Det ec tiv e. It co mm enced in th e second issue 

o f th e momh, and the opening tale is entitled °K ilcked Out". Jt 

i s just before the start of the new term at Oakshott Scho ol , and 

Inspector Nixon of Scotl and Y ard is celling his neph ew, Len Lex, 

tha t a new boy named Tunstal I is go ing to OaksholLt fo r the new 

team . 
Tun stall th e grand son of Sir Gilb ert Tunstal l, and Sir Gilbert 

has pu I led st r ings to get his gran dson i nto Oakshot t, for T unsta l I 

has been ex pelled from a Yor kshire School . Tunstal l was found 

guilty of al l sort s of mi sdemean ours like betting, breaking bounds, 

and gene r al b lackguar d ism. But Tu ns ta I I claims th at it was Varney, 

a cousin at t he same York shi re Sc hoo l, who plo tted and caused 

the expulsion of T unst all . Howeve r , Tuns t all sta r ts off badly at 

Oakshott by smoking in t he st udy. 
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In the second tale "Asking for the Sack", Len Lex is puzz led 

as to why Tunstall seems to be tryin.g in every way to get himself 

sacke d from Oakshot t. The last ta te of the month is "Bully of 

the Fifth", and it is Tun stall who is an out and out bully. And 

Len Lex is more and more puzzl ed at the behaviour of the new 

boy . The series continue s. 
It has been a very bad month on the railwa ys. There have 

been no less than 3 bad train accidents . Two of these have been 

near London. In fog there was a col lis ion at Bow, and though nobody 

was killed, 13 people were seri ously injured . But a worse accident 

occ urred at Batt erse a, where th ere was a high speed collision; 10 

people were killed and 11 were badly hurt. 
The th i rd accident occ urred at Crewe. A train came off 

the line s as it approached the statio n, and some of the ca rriag es 

went up on the platfo r m. Nobody was killed, but a large number 

of peopl e were injured . 
A wonderful month in the Librari es. Some tip-top sto rie s. 

In the Schoolboys ' Own Library the Greyfriars story is "Th e 

Fugitive Schoo lboy". It introduc es Frank Levi son of St. Jim ' s. 

He runs away from St . Jim's to escape trouble, and finds shelter 

with his friends at Greyfriars . But be didn't know that his action 

was to lead his brother Ernest, once a Greyfriars boy, into disgrace. 

The 2nd S.O . L. is "Tbe Fourth Form at Rookwood" . Thi s 

clearly is made up from a good number of early Rookwood tales. 

Tubby Muffin thinks he has become ri c h owing to the death of 

his Un cle Joshua, but suddenly Uncle turns up at Rookwood. Then 

there are a numb er of chapter s devoted to the rivalry with Bagshot 

Schoo l. There is a long section devoted to Mornington. He does 

a good turn to Jimmy Silver, but when Jimmy gives him a cha nce 

in the football team, Morny let s the sid e down. Van Ryn play s 

his par t as a ventriloquist in one section, and there is another 

sec tion devoted to lark s on April Fools day. All told, a lovel y 

book . 
The third S.O.L. is, of course, th e St. Frank 's one, and it 

is entitled "The Spendthrift's Le sson" and continues the long story 

about Singleton of the Remove. He has spent a quarter of a million 

pounds in a few weeks, and does not sto p until he is penniless. 
Pi erre Quiroule is back thi s month in the Sexton Blake Library, 

and it is quite a long ti me since th,e last one. ft is "The Mystery 

of No . 13 Caversham Square" and it int rodu ces Granite Grant, Mlle. 
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Julie, and Bertrand Charon. It is a very eerie tale, enoug h to give 

you nightmares, and it has a sin ister criminal who ca ll s himself ''The 

Snake" . 
fn the Boys' friend Library, the Rio Kid is ba,ck again, in a 

wonderful story entitled "Th e Rio Kid' s Gold-Mine". I loved every 

word of it. There is also a Captain Justice tale, "Cap tai n Justice 

at Bay". A ruthless enemy has sworn to kill him . 

Th e newspapers have been full of a murder case . The body 

of a girl nam ed Ruby Ke en was found on a footpath at Leighton 

Buzzard. She had been strangled. A man named Leslie Stone has 

been arrested and charged wit h her murder . 

A fair ish mon th in the Gem, fn "The St. Jim' s Charity Fund" 

Tom Merry & Co. set out to rai se money for the local hospital . 

There is plenty of fun in the story . finally they cha l lenge the f irst 

Eleven to a footba l l ma tch against the j uniors . The seniors are 

annoyed, and turn out for the game in toppers, ta i I-coats, and white 

spats . 
Next another Talbot ta le. There 

is a new 

'AT 

• • 

A<l\oent11•• Yertt for U . I 

C. ouln J11ulce aftd his su anc:11 llt~lt ban°d 
of ad•encur• n hno ofct" '" "" up at"llftlt 
troublt - th t r 11k ror It I l •Jt ""'"' b .. 
for• hn Jwtlco been up aca lrm such a 
basinful H In chis tremendous 1cory. A 
ruchlns enemy has sworn to make en 
end of che advoncurer, onid In tht1t 
pacn you win rHd how nt11r flt comu 
to dolnc It. A• k for No, 5 7 O of 
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at Glyn House. Talbot recognises Mr. Packington, the new science 
master, as the Professor, the leader of the gang to which he once 
belonged . Skimpole plays a big part in th is tale. It ts a tip-top 
tale, the best of the month . 

Then came "The Housemaster's Bodyguard", a sequel 
Housemaster's Peril'' of a month or two back. Munro, Mr. 
enemy, escapes from prison, and when Tom Merry & Co. 
the escape they form a bodyguard to look after the safety 
housemaster. 

to "The 
Railton's 
hear of 

of their 

Last of the month is "Lure of the Footltght s", all about Lowther's 
Jove for the stage. It brings back the old character, Mr. Curll. 
Mr. Curll is presenting a short play at Banchester Empire. His leading 
man gets ill, and Monty Lowther takes his place. So Lowther breaks 
bounds every night to act in the play "His Love Against the World''. 

At the back of the Gem, the Greyfriars tale has been "Under 
Petticoat Rule". The Head's sister, Miss Locke, takes charge of the 
Remove for a while . This is followed by another story, se rialised 
from the early Magnet, introducing; Ernest Levison. So we have 
Levison both at St. Jim's and at Greyfr ia rs at present In the Ge m. 
T shouldn't be surprised if this one turns out to be the one where 
Levison was expelled from Greyfriars. 

I've had many happy hours in the local c inemas this month. 
Jack Holt was in an exciting motor-racing film "Crash Donovan". 
One that Mum loved was "Dodsworth'' which ha s been highly praised. 
It is from a novel by Sinclair Lewis which Mum read, and it stars 
a big cast including Walter Huston ,, Mary Astor, David Niven and 
Paul Lukas . 

A couple of British films were wgether in one programme. 
These were Max Miller in "Educated Evan s" from a story by Edgar 
Wallace, and "Keep Your Seats, Please" starring George Formby and 
Florence Desmond, about a fortune which was hidden in one of six 
chairs. One I liked a lot was "My Man Godfrey" about a ri ch family 
who invite a tramp to be their butler and then find out he is richer 
than they are . Th is one starred William Powell and Carole Lombard. 

A British picture I found a bit tame, though Mum liked it , was 
"The Beloved Vagabond", set early in the century with a Jilted artist 
falling in love with an or phan girl. ft starred Mauric e Chevalier and 
Margaret Lockwood. 

One T loved was "The DevH Takes the Count" 
Rooney, Freddie Bartholomew, and Jackie Cooper. 
liked very much (though I wouldn't dare to mention 

starrin g Micky 
Another one T 
at school that 
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ever I have seen i t) was Shir ley Temp le in "Dim ples", set just before 

the Amer ic an Civil War, about a little gir l and her wicked old gra nd

fat her (he is play ed by f ran k Morgan) who went int o high soc iet y 

and won al I hearts. If the chap s knew I had gone tiO see it the y 

would ca ll me Dimpl es for the rest of my schoold ays. 

One night th e whole fami ly went to Holborn 'Empire where 

there was a marvellous variety show headed by Max Miller with 

a big specta cular act by Murray, who is an escapologist. 

This month ' s first two st ori es in th e Magnet brought to an 

end t he seri es about the disappearances of Mr . Quelch 's wat chchai n. 

I t has been the best seri es in the Magn et for quite a while. The 

storie s wer e ent i tl ed respectively "Ke eping Quelch Qui.et " and "The 

Heavy Hand". Bunt er hid Quelch ' s chain, it eventually got int o the 

hands of Ponsonby of High c liffe, and Frank Courtena y of Hi ghcliffe 

was under suspic ion. Bad fe e lin g deve loped between Gr eyfr iar s 

and Highcliff e. Love ly stuff. 
The n ca me th e Easter Holid ay Ser ies. In a way it is someth ing 

of a sequel to the time, a few yea r s ago, when th e chum s went 

to Kenya with Mr . Vernon-Smith' s party . It seems that at that time 

Mr. Vernon -Sm i th got a "C oncession " of some sor t, and now sow e 

murd erous I talians ar e after it . 
In the first of lhe series, ''B il ly Bunt er's Lucky Day,'', an atte mpt 

is made on the life of the millionaire, and Bunter is the means of 

savin g him. As a result, Bunt er get s an invitation to join the 

Bounder' s ho lid ay party at Seahill Park . 
The theme con tinue s in the final tale of the month, "Th e 

Shadowe d Milli onair e". At Seahill Park Bunter is a welcom e guest 

of the Bound er, but not of the Bounder ' s oth er guests who are Pon 

& Co. of Highcliff e. Ther e is great fun, mixed with the thrills, 

as Pon & Co. try to boot Bunt er out o f Seahill Park. The serie s 

continu es next month. 
All th e time now, the cov ers of the Magnet are drawn by 

Shield s and the insid e pic t ure s are by Ch apman . I wonder why Shields 

doesn ' t do them a II now , Ii ke he used to. 

****************************************************************** 
ERIC FA YN E Co mm ent s on t his month's DANNY'S DIARY 

S. O. L. No. 295 "The Fugitive Schoolooy " ca:npr i sed the first half of th e 

7-s tory Magnet se ries fron th e Sp.riri g of 1923. So the powers- tha t -be went bac k 

a gocid many years to pick up this one . 'The opening story , when i t appeared in 

the Magnet in 1923 , had been adorned wj t.h the pleasantly quain t and ol d - fashioned 

t it l e of "How Levison Minor Came to Grey friar s " . Way back in 1923 , it was 
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1
told in th e Gem of the same period how Levison Mi.nor had run away fran St . 
Jim 's. It seems rather oaa that the St . Jim's s id e of the plot was not relat ed 
in another s .o.L. at the same time that "The Fugitive Schoolboy" appeared . 

s .o.L. No. 296 "The Fourth Form at Rookwood" is a l ovely collection of early 
Rookw<x::d tales, not consecutive , £ran the Spring of 1917 •. Simply great reading 
for the Roo}twood fan. 

So Pierre Qui r oule was back in the S . B.L. af ter a fairly long break . I 
cannot trace that th i s , one ,was a repr int , and think it WclS probably a new story 
from Sayer . It is an excellent novel . 

"Th e Rio Kid ' s Gold-Mine" came fairl:r' early i n the series in the Popular . 
It had been reprinted once before in the, B.F . L. , in the sumner of 1931 . rts 
second appearance in the Library indic.;ate s the popul ar ity of the character . 
It is, in pass ing , one of the finest of the Rio Kid yarns - and that ' s saying 
a m:,uthful, as the Rio Kid himself might say. The captain Justice ta le , of oours~ 
had ru n in Modem Boy sane years earlier. 

"The St . Jim ' s Charity Fund " of the 1937 Gem had been "Tan Merry's War Fund " 
late in 1914 . These stories fran ear l y in the war oft en had a pronounced war 
flavour , and must have needed considerable adapting . In 1914 the j uniors started 
a fund for wounded Tc:rrtnies ; in 1937 the f und was for th e loca l hosp ital. 

"The Taff ' s Tr iumph" of 1937 had been "Talbot ' s Triumph" in late 1914. 
'!his , in its day , was an exceptionally gocxl Talbot tale , even though I feel qui t e 
sure that the excess of Tuff stories at this period in the Blu e Gem was instru 
mental in lo sing the paper its superiority over the Magnet , circulation-w i se . 

"The Housernaster ' s Bodyguard" was a subst it ute story whi ch had appe ar ed 
under the same title in the surrrner of 1914. It was a sequel to the sub story 
"The Housemaster's Peril" . Originally there was a l ong gap between the original 
ta l e and its sequel , but they were parted by only a few weeks ip 1937. 

"The Lure of the Footlights" had been "Play in g a Part" in the Spri ng of 
1914. 

**** ********** *·**********"*"***************''****"1<******************************** 
WANTED: For my own co llection: Most H.B. Volumes (all schools, Blake 
etc). VG in D/W. 
W.P. PRE SS VOLS. £4.00 CLUB ED ITIONS . £8 .00. Will consider a 
large collection. Mr. P. Galvin, 2 Th e Linda les, Pogmoo r, Barnsley, 
S. Yorks. SY5 2DT. Tel. 0226 29561 :3. 
****************************************************************** 
GEMS, CH RISTMAS NUM BER S 1917 to 1939 and RED MAGNETS, 
OFFERED IN EXCHANG E FOR ROOKWOOD S.O .L.' s ONE FOR ON E. 
GEORGE LON GMAN, 8 PATHFINDER TERRACE, BRIDGWATER, 
SOM ERS ET, TA6 SJH. 

* * * * 
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A L ETTE R FROM ST. FRANK'S by Jim Coo k 

' Cry "HAVOC" and let slip th e dogs of war ••• ' (Julius Caesar). 

Edwy Searles Brooks seemed to have a pencha nt for war in 

hi s holiday series . In the proce ss of rest or ing lost kingdoms, scenes 

of carn age and massacre were descr ibed in toto, wheth er in t he 

Sahara Desert of the arcane co mmunities at t he Pol es, the Congo 

jungles and the North African Treasure Hunt; the South Sea Islands 

- even th at myst erio us Balkan Ki ngdom of Mord ania ••• Th e boys 

of St. Fra nk' s, t ogether with Lord Dorrimore, Um!osi and Nelson 

Lee brought v icto ry t o th e oppressed. 
A I though record s are no longer avai I ab le of furt her conquests, 

perhaps we can imagine the intrepi d holida y par ty in present-day 

thea t res of war ancl subju gated people, with th e boys and the Moor 

Vie w gi rl s in full bat tl e-dress as a measur e of topica l i t y. For the 

girl s were ju st as eage r as the boys to part icipait e in defeating 

tyrants. But back at the Moor View School for Young Ladies, 

where gentflit y rei gned supr eme, one would have been exc used for 

believing that those sweet-yo ung-things never took part in hostilities 

i n the far corners of the world . 
My view of St . Frank's today hasn't changed: th e boys still 

recall th e adven tu re o f yeste rd ay ; th e Mo or View g irls are forev er 

ready and willing to embar k with them to mysterious places, and 

t o bring succo ur and reli ef to the downtrodde n. But to get away 

fro m war and all its mi seri es, the gentle charm emanat ing from 

Moor View Schoo l is a holid ay from the woes of life . Ther e is 

only one gir l who could be th e coun te rpart of a St. Fran k' s cad 

- Joan Tarran t, who has been falsely iden tified with Cla ude Gore

Pearce. But Joan is pr etty - in a flashy sort of way - and eve r 
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By EDWY SEARLES BROOKS .......................................... ·~· ........ . 
All smiles; as cheery and as chirpy as ever, Nipper and bis chums of Jbe 
Rem<Jve are back.in good old Engla11d. T/Jey little realise what a sboc/; 
is awaiting tber,i at St. FranJ,'s ,· Jo;r they•ve forgotten I/Jal I/Jere's 
.such a day as April tst-and Irene&· Co., of tbe Moor View Scbool 
haven't! Start reading this screamingly Ju1111y yam 110w, cbwns.-Ed . 

....... ~·· .................. ,......... ................................... ..... 
ready to play a jape. Gore-Pearce, ithe son of a parvenu millionaire, 
is a person of no substance. However, Gore-Pearce and Joan are 
friends when it suits them, while the other members of J oan 's Co. 
- Bessie Groves, Hi Ida Smith and Maudie Royce - seldom shine in 
the character firmament. 

I have always found the adventures of the girls the more 
interesting. They were a little ahead of their time in their actions , 
but this was to project the future (Brooks was a pilot in descr ibing 
youn g ladi es as they might emerge in the years to come). 

It appears that no restraint was fixed in Brooks' · dealing with 
the girls' adventures, for at one period drugs featured in a story , 
when Irene Manners was accused of passing drugs at the school -
an advanced subject then! 

There was also the death of a St. Frank's senior, following 
a drinking spree, an event which made headlines in the national 
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dailies. But , apart from this , St . Frank' s and the Moor View School 

for Young Ladies represented models or virtue , and one need never 

be ashame d of readin.2: about these two fine inst ituti ons . 
*******************~******************************************** 
Always the Bridesmaid - but never the Bride ? by W.O.G. Lof ts 

Part 8 

Harold Robert May who l i ved th en al Ridunond was last seen dur ing the second 

World Weir years a t Hammers mith , London, and one of my failur es has been in ne ver 

tracing him . 
No,; 'Monty ' Haydon was a grea t admirer of the characters of Charles Hamilton 

he and hi s br other Rex reading the sto ries in l::oyhood day s . ' t-bnty ' had the 

viev1 that it was a charac ter that built up a fo ll owing in a paper . ' Frank 

Richards ' had built up Billy Bunter fran a rath er minor character to where he 

dani.n ated the stories - which in his opinion had made the paper a success . 

Lik ewise the poli cy of t he new edit or would be to build up OSwal d Handforth 

of St . Franks . 
Alfred Edgar was certainly different in almost everything fran Harold May. 

Keen, pr ecis e , he was also a rrost proli fi c writer of some merit, 1,X>uring out 

a J l types of yarns und er hi s own name an d other s . A for mer engineer , hi s 

S( "-' Li , - • J \,-as moto r- racing as well as writ ing Sexton Blake stories. In 1931 

he wrote The House of 'Ihd 11 s se ri es in the blu e cov ered Bull sey e as well as 

th e clas sic-'i l "l'h ~ Phantom of Cursi ter fi elds ' • One could sa ;( he was on a par 

wi tl1 Brooks in th e writ ing fi e ld , arrl m later li fe , after writ ing two successful 

p la ys ' The Amazing Dr . Clitterhouse ' and ' The Man fran Half-M::x:in Stree t ' , under 

th e Barr ie Lyndon pe n name he went to Hollywood . Contacted some years ago by 

a fi lm star fr iend ther e he decli ned to t a l k of his early dc1ys of editorships 

and wri ting . He. died in 1973 . 
E'.dgar was instruc t ed by 'Monty Haydon ' to pus h the charc1cte r of 1!andforth 

in the stori es . Gdwy Searl e s Brook s who was used to a free hand did not like 

thi s one bit , and in time began almost to dislike t.1'1e character . There was 

even a l::oost of so rts for r eaders of The Gem to a CXllJaint themselves with the 

character in th e Handforth at St . Jim ' s ' se ri es (1059-63 ) in 1928 . It was hoped 

that new readers o f The Nelson Lee Libr ary could be obtained . In fact, ...men 
I met Mrs . Frances Brooks after the dea th of F.dwy, withou t any prcmpting she 

to ld me th a t Alfr ed &igar and ' Monty Haydon I onl y wanted Handforth al l the ti rre, 

and it was no wonder th at the creator began to lose inte rest . 

***************************************************************.****************** 

WANTED : C.O. 's 
E. CONNO LLEY, 
GL3 2NT. 

Nos. 16 1, 175, 182, 206, 208, 211, 215. 
Dunstan Lodge , 25 P aynes Pitc h, Churchdow n, Glos. 

* * * 
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MY CHOICE Of SEXTON BLAKE STORIES 
by WILLIAM THURBON 

I was very interested in Jack Adrian's selection for the book 

SEXTON BLAKE WINS; but this took me back to much earlier sto rie s, 

and I wondered what choice I would have made for a ser ies of earlier 

Blakes? 
My first choice is easy. I st ill have the copy, very tattered, 

but treasured, which I bought fr om a1 small paper shop, one summ er 

schoo l half-holiday in 1913 - Union Jack 504, June 7th , 1913: 'Th e 

Lo ng Trail ' . Th is was a Loosely and Lobangu story by Cecil Hayter. 

It was only in late r years th at l recognised Hayter had borrowed 

many things not only from Rider Haggard, but also from Conan Doyl e. 

Primarily from Haggard: searc h for a missing heir ('King Solomon ' s 

Mines'), body in glazier, etc. , tr ee men with dart s. This tale was 

written soon after Doyle 's 'Lo st World' had been publi shed, and 

pterodactyls and other prehis tori c monsters also appeared . A story 

which I st ill r ecall with great pleasure . (I once said in an ear ly 

Annua l that wh i le Hayt er's Loosel y and Lobangu were based on Allan 

Quartermain and Umslopogaas, by the time Tex Harding took over 

the characters they were based on Sanders of the River and Bosambo!) 

My secon d choice would be a Mll.e. Yvonne sto ry. I have alway s 

conside red Yvonne to be one of t he best Blake character s; I think 

I wou ld choose U.J. 501: 'The Dete c tive Airman' . This was written 

in 1913 when the aeropl ane was sti ll a novelty, and big prizes were 

offe red for fir st flight s, etc . This story had Blake and Tinker 

competing in, and winning, a ra ce arn und Great Bri taln. Meanwhil e 

Yvonne was busy (both in a lin er and in an aeroplane) in bringing 

about th e downfall o f one of her enemies. 
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U.J. 319: 'Sexton Blake, Scoutmaster' would be my third choice. 
I read this on ly when 1 was collecting vigorou sly in the 1960s. 
I was inter ested, since I have been connected with the Scout Move
ment ever since 1917, having been sco ut, Rover scou t, Scoutmaster 
an d Rover Scout Leader, and 1 from the outbreak of w.ar in 1939 
until the late l970' s, J held various District and County, Secretary
ships. I am still an Honorary Vice-President of Cambr idgeshire 
and several Cambridge Scout Districts. This tale is typical of the 
man y boy scout ta les written before 1914. 

My fourth cho ice would be a story I have only read in the 
Pe nny Popular reprint: U.J. 177, 'Salvation Army Blake '. (The 
Popular reprint was called 'Sexton Blake's Mission:) A good 'per iod 
piece ', with a sympa the t ic view of the Salvation Army as it was 
in the early years of the cent ury. It introdu ces a figur e who often 
ap peare d in the stories in the yea rs before the Great War, Dete c tive 
inspector Will Spear ing. (A detecti ve Spearing also appeared in 
'Plu ck ' be fore 1914.) 

My fif t h choice would be another Loose ly and Lobangu story , 
in fac t the first in whieh they appear ed, 'The Slave Mark et ', U.J. 
171. Blake is here in a Haggard-style African story, searching 
for his old schoolfriend, Sir Richard Loosely, who has been captured 
by a slave-dealer . This sto ry has echoes of Haggard's 'P eopl e of 
the Mis t'. 

My last choice would be a George Mar sden Plumm er tale. 
"Plummer" had a long run. He first appeared in U.J. 222, and 
was st il l around in number 1503. 

(Editor's note: Bill' s selection is ext reme ly interesting. He. - an d 
I - hope that it may inspir e other Blakians to write about their 
favo ur ite sto ries. ) · 

****************************************************************** 
LOOK BACK IN WONDER 

by Ernest Holman 

In a hobby such as our s, it is never very diffic:ult to take the 
mind over past years in ord er to find an anniversary of some sort. 
l have 'operated' in this fiel d myself and am only too well awar e 
of the number of 'dates' that have to be ignored, in order to prev ent 
a mere sequence of sta ti sti cs , figur es or titles. 

Having made that st atement, my eye never th e less alighted 
on 1927. Well, did any thin g of importanc e and/or signifi ca nce in 

(continued on pag e 19 ..• ) 
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ISOBEL NORTON AND TH E SEXTON BLAKE CONNECTION 

By Ray Hopkins. 

Valerie Drew's career as a schoo lgirl det ective ran from 1933 

to 1940. Her creator was John W. Bobin, well known elsewhere 

as Sexton Blake aut hor Mark Osborne, who used the name Ade li e 

Ascott fo r the Drew stories . Hi s de.a th in 1935 (Brian Doyle, 1964) 

resu lted in the Valerie Drew sto ries appearing anonymously until 

1937 when the name Jsob'el Norton was given as th e author and 

continued right t o th e very ' end in 1940. 
Just before the anonymous sto ries began, three of the sto ries 

were shown as hav ing two author s. Els ie Trevor joined Adelie Ascott 

on the first two and Gertrude Nelson joined her on the thi rd. 

Gertrude Nel son is, in fact, anoth er pen-name of J. W. Bob in and 

was only added because the Silent Six partnered Valerie Dr ew in 

the third adventure. However, the name Elsie Trev or is another 

writer, bett er known in the girl s' paper s as Louise Carl ton (Brian 

Doy le, 1964), and hiding the identity of yet anot her Sexton Blake 

author, Lewi s Carlton. 
ls it possible that the anonymous stories that followed the 

death of John W. Bobin were cont inued by Lewis Carlton ? Hi s 
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last serial using the name Louise Carlton ended in July "'37. In 
July 137 , the Isobel Norton by-line began . The final Elsie Trevor 
series beg an in Sept. '37, but ran to only five stories . ~ Apart from 
one final short story by Louise Carlton in Jan. ,38, that name and 
that of Elsie Trevor appear no more in the files of the Schoolgirls' 
Weekly. 

However, there is anoth er possibility . Isobel Norton "might 
have been a blanket pseudonym for a group of writers n (Mary 
Cadogan, 1981). "During the 301s (Lewis Carlton) formed a syndicate 
writing pool, which consisted of himse lf, John G. Bra ndon, J. W. 
Bobin and Donald Babin". (Lofts/Adley, 1970). John G. Brandon 
died in 1941 (Brian Doyle, 1964) so he lived right through the end 
of the Valerie Drew stories, though none of the references mentions 
that th is Sexton Blake author ever wrote for the girls' papers. 
However, Donald Bobin, who ma y still be a live "wrote extens ively 
for Girl s ' Crystal •.• under th e name of Shirley Halliday " and also 
work ed as "Secretary to . .. John G. Brandon" (both quotes> Brian 
Doyle, 1964), and therefore he may have used the Isobel Norton 
name and wound up the Valerie Drew Saga . 

Ts 47 years too long ago and far away to so Jive the mystery 
of the real person behind Isobe l Norton? 
***************************************************************** 

OrtCOVE ovnlATUrtES 
DOLLY DELANE -

By TOMMY KEE N 

Dolly Delan e arrived at Morcove School in No. 15 of the 
SCHOOLGIR LS' OWN, the first new girl to be introduced after 
Bet ty Barton had made her appearance in No. 1. Dolly arrived 
when Betty, from being an outcast of the snobbish Fourth form 
in the early issue s, was, in No. 14 - 'Rivals for the Captaincy' 
- elected Capta in of the form . 

Dolly's introduction to Morcove pupils was not very encouraging 
Three girls entered her tra in carriage at Barncomt>e. They were , 
unfortunate ly, the three remain ing snobs of the fourth (the others 
had all been influenced for the better by Betty) - Cora and J udith 



Page 18 

Grandways, and Paula Cree l. Dolly 

was surrounded by luggage and 

magazines, and Cora, ever ready 

to quarrel, told her in no friend ly 

terms to move her be longi ngs to 

make more room. To Cora's surprise 

Dolly apo logi se d for the mess, and 

hastily made the carriage more 

tidy. Cora & Co. realised that 

Dolly was bound for Morcove and 

that she might be of use to them 

as a 'fag'. Cora suggests that 

Dolly asks the Headmi st res s if she 

can sha re the Grandways study . 

Miss Somerfield agrees , and Dolly 

really behaves like a se rvan t to 

the sisters, being warned by Cora 

that she must not be friends with 

Betty & Co. 
Betty Barton is, however, due 

to give a banquet to the form, 

for t he honour of being elected 

Cap tain. A spirit stove used to 

Dolly 0.la.ne ••t ne xt 
ta Ule d r·tver '• ... , . 

a.nd it w a• not long before •he had lu1111•11• 
on he r lap, lu g gage at he,. , .. ,. end lug gage 

all round her, 

boil the kett les is ove r turned, and a fire breaks out. Utter panic 

- with the girls rushing from Be tty' s study . They all appear to be 

safe, but sudden ly co mes a shout of 'Where is Tess Trelawn ey? ', 

and Tess is evide nt ly still in Study 12. Into the smoke and flames 

rushes Dolly, emerging a few moment s later with the insensib le Tes s 

in her arms. Luckily, the fire is then put under control . Tess does 

not appear to su ffer fr om her mishap, but Dolly is taken to the 

sanatori um. Her e she recover s, and becomes fri ends with Betty 

& Co ., especially Tess, with whom, 'to oblige ', she promises to shar e 

a s tudy . Dolly was then nicknamed the 'Doormat ' , becau se of her 

oblig ing nature, and all through the years, if anything had to be 

done in a hurry, Dolly would be the fir-st to offer . 

Dolly's parents lived in Hampshire, her father being a farmer. 

She did not appea r too prom inently iln the ea rly episodes , but from 

1923 she featur ed in several good storie s. One had the great 

Wembley Exhibition as it s background; another conce rned her parents . 

The farm was not paying, and unle s Dolly could win a cash prize 

(by entering for a spec ial exam ination) she would have to leave 
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Morcove. Dolly, however, Jost thi s to her st udy-mat e,, Eva Merric k, 

who won by chea tin g. (Tess and Dol ly did not share the same stud y 

for long.) Eva eventually co nf esses, so Dolly returns to Mor cove. 

But later Mr. De lane dispo ses of his far m and moves to a cottage 

near the school, where he has a small holdi ng. Doll y is once again 

chea ted of an honour when Gra ce Garfield (Doll y' s current study

mate) c laim s to have _ saved an America n gir l 's life . Actually the 

rea l heroine was Dolly who once more has to leave Morcove , but 

ret urn s when her br aver y ls discovered . (Marjorie Stanton was 

evi dently not too clea r about who shared which sttudi es - apart 

from study 12 - fo r Dolly, at various ti mes, was with Tess, Eva, 

Grace, Trixie Hope and Hel en Craig , and Ett a Hargr ove.) 

In ti me she beco mes a day-girl , and her chums are frequent 

v isitors to the Delane's cottage . Towards th e end of th e SCHOOL

GIRLS' OWN' s run, however, Dolly's par ent s become owner s of 

a boarding-ho use, and for the 1934 Easte r vacation Betty & Co. 

vi sit thi s as 'D olly Delane's Paying Guest s'. 

A lovabl e charact er, not always to the for e - yet looking 

back, f ea t u red in more stories than J realised. Good old 

'D OORMAT '~ 

***************************************************************** 
(contin ued from Page 15 ... ) 
the Hobby occur sixty yea rs ago? To my mind, most certainl y 

the answer must be 'yes' . 
Consider the out put of Char les Hamilton at that tim e, in rela

ti on to his th ree schoo ls. Rookwood stories had finished in the 

Boys' fri end (the latter i tself only just saw 1927 out). St. J im's 

sto r ies in the Gem were in the midst of the unfortunate 'substit ute ' 

era. Yet what a different story wi th the Magnet ~ 

'Sub' stories in t hat publi cation were by 1927 becoming few 

and far between . To myself, 1927 saw the great r ebirth of th e 

Magnet. With t he Bounder of Grey fr ia rs and Tom Redw ing well 

to the fore in t he 'Da ll as' and 'South Seas' seri es, the stage was 

set fo r the fu ture , with so many splendid seri es to conne. Hamilto n 

was at last able to giv e his undivided attention to Greyfriars . 

He did so in th e great est measur e possible. 

I t may be merely a coi ncidence that the summer of 1927 

saw th e last Hamilt on Hol iday Series (Bootleg Ranch) in the Gem 

prior t o 1939 as wel I as probabl y th e fine st Holid ay ser ies (South 

Seas) in the Magnet. What ever i t was, i t appear ed to be a case 

of 'Out with t he old in wi th th e new'. 
Th e year of 1927 must sur ely be placed as a signifi ca nt one 

in the Hobby' s 'Only Yesterday' memori es. 
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THE CHARLES HAMILTON COMPANION 

Centenary Edition 

The six volumes here illustrated 

have been made possible by con

tributions from som,e of our most 

noted specialists in Hamiltoniana. 

Each volume contains about 300 

pages, containing a weal th of mat

erial and is freely illustrated. 

These are books that : should have 

a place on the shelves of every 

Hamilton enthusiast. The price 

is five pounds per copy plus one 

pound for p&p, with the exception 

of volume four which is one pound 

fifty pence plus 25p for postage. 

REPRINTS 

The remaining tw o :illustrations 

below represent thE! covers of 

famous stories fro:m the hey-day 

of the green Gem . Priced at 

three pounds per cc,py plus 75p. 

--

ROOKWOOD 1 

The Museum P ress 30 Tonbridge R,oad Maidstone Kent ME16 8RT . 
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The Museum Press 30 Tonbridge Road Maidstone 

offers in one volume reprints of two ,early S.O.L. 

~ stories, Tom Merry & Co., and 'Tom Merry's 

Conquest. Price five pounds per copy plus one 

pound p & p. 

****************************************************************** 

AN EX-PUPIL'S TR IBUTE TO ER IC FAYN E 

from Cy ril Duke 

I wonder how many of your reader s know that as well as having 

been th e long serving Editor of the C.D., Eric Fayne is a very much 

loved ex-Headmaster to many generations of boys and girls .. . He 

was, in addition, an extremely innovative one, and his school was 

one of the fi rst in the world to be equipp ed with first a 35 mm 

silent and the n, when Talki es came in, a sound pro jjec tor. He also 

took holiday parties in the long summ er vacation of boys and gir ls 

dow n to the coas t for 2/3 weeks at a time, and these were virtually 

adventure holidays 50 years ahead of their tim e. 

My wif e and I, who are now retired, are both ex-pu pi Is, and 

- until business caused our remova l from Surrey - otur daughter was 

also a pupil of Er ic 's after the war. We would be grateful if you 

would publish this tribute to him. 

* * * 
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by ROGER M. J ENKINS 

Jerrold Lumle y-Lumley , th e Outsi der of St . Jirn ' s , was one of the mor e notable 

characters in the Gan fran the time he arrived in 1910 until the outbreak of the 

first world War, after which he subsided i nto the background . The son of an 

American milliona ir e , he was totally 1.U1scrupulous and he was the major villain 

for a year or n.o until his eventu al refonnation , afte r which his st udy-mate s , 

Mell i s h an d Leviso n, t ook over that particul ar r ole . Even the reformed Outsider 

was capable of cynical hurrour and unexpected quixotic ac t ions , and he ne ver became 

as colourl e ss as s ome o f the ot her reformed rogues in the pi;lges of Hamiltoniana . 

One of Lum.ley-Lurnley ' s unusual attribu tes was his friendship with Gr imes, 

the er r and - boy who worked for Mr . Sands , the gr oce r . When Ltmley-Lum.ley had to 

leave St . Jim ' s for a while sane time earlier , it was Grimes who had taken him 

in , sheltered and clothed him , and fo und h:i.Jm a job wi th Mr . Sands , and now the 

mil li onaire was prevailed UfX)ll to pay fo r Grimes to enter the Fourth form at St . 

J:i.Jm' s . I t was certain1y a sensational m:::ive that was sprung upon Gri mes , but of 

course in rea li ty Grime s was never like ly to have entered a Puhl ic Schoo l. 'Jlte 

scholarship boys like Redwing and Linley and Brooke were given s pecia l coaching 

before they took an examination , but Grime s wcis all at sea when it ca.me to ac ademic 

work . 
The two Gems dealt main l y with the hos t ility shown by Levison and Mell i sh 

and in part ic ul ar the extreme cunn in g that Levison employed . The house pa_ge was 

called Trotter , and in the second number it was revealed that he. was temporari l y 

there f ran Greyfr i ars , l uckily for Gr:i.Jmes, since Trotter could giv e evidence about 

Levison •s conjuring tricks at that school , when Grimes was falsely acCllsed of 

hav in g stolen Levison •s marked sovereign . (Readers of the red Magnet might well 

have been unable to recall Levison ' s conjuring ability , bu t that is nei.ther her e 

nor th er e . ) Gri mes did pl a y a mor e positive part , howeve r, i n f i ght s and football, 

v.ru.cb probably made h:i.Jm even rror e popular. 

There was a good deal of philosophy in the series . Ltmley - Lumley r eflect ed 

that both dukes and dustmen had th eir troubles and that both extremes in society 

felt equall y oppressed by them . He a lso recalled his early days when he and his 

father were i n New York or san Franci sco c,r Paris and they never knew how they 

were going to earn en ough rroney for the r.1ext meal , and how happy and car efree 

tho s e days seemed to him now. He wa s per ce pt i ve enough to realise that Grimes , 

though grateful , was not really happy at school , and inde ed th ere wa s a later 
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scene when Grimes rret his old pal Pilcher , the butcher's boy , w.oo fe lt suspicious 
and hostile because he suspected th,;lt Grimes was feeling superior to him . In 
t.1-ie end, when invited to do so, Grimes told Lumley-Lumley quite frankly that there 
was a lot of work to be done in the wor ld but that St. JiJn•s was merely teaching 
how to live without doing any . Lumley-Lumley roared with appreciat i ve laughter , 
and Grimes hap!;)ilY retunied to his job as errand-boy . All in an, it was a series 
that fX)Sed a number of difficult social prob lems but not all th,e questions raised 
were given very satisfactory answers . 

************************************************* "***************'~***************** 

C LIFF HOUSE 

By MARGERY WOODS 

Criticism is frequently levelled at genre fiction on the grounds 
that the characters are stereotyped. 

Take Cliff House. Right from the start of SCHOOLFRIEND 
the layout of characterization was sharply defined and carefully 
balanced. To ensure that reader identification would be complete 
the girls were even fur the r delineated in the Cliff House magaz ine 
supplement which became a popular weekly feature tn the magazine 
soon after the paper commenced pub lica tion. Her e the girls stepped 
into new Journalistic roles, becoming aware of their readers yet 
still within their Cliff Hou se characters. 

Babs, (born leader, honest, fair, scrupulously impartial) was the 
obvious choice for editor . 

Marjorie (poor Marjori e, she rarely had a chance really to assert 
herself) was cast as gentle homemaker and given the Needlework 
Notes page (how to mak e a dainty workbox/dotl's bed/pretty kettle
holder) . 

Clara (of course) became the C.H. Magazin e s1ports columnist, 
cooke ry was in the expert hands (spelling aside!) of Bessie and th e 
not quite so expert hands of Dolly, while Mabs, predictably, followed 
her stars . 

Back in childhood I used to feel somewhat unconvinced by Mabs, 
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the actress and mistress o f disguise.. Somehow, for me, she did 
not seem to have the full measure of show-b iz flamb oyance about 
her; Diana was the one who always see me d to have the true star 
quality. It was not unt il adul thood that I realised flamboyance is 
simply an outward show that can mask ind ifferent tal ent, while 
genius can be quite un assu ming on th•e surface. So it is not always 
possible to appreciate, until adulthood and introspect ion come to 
one, how mu ch skill and ca re went into the building up of these 
well-loved characters. 
Stereotypes? 

Any class of school children, groups of workmate s , street 
commun i ty or holiday packag e tour will hold individuals who could 
be loosely fitt ed into a recog nisab le mould, be the y le ader s, followers, 
bullies or weaklings, gentl e , domineer ing, grumblers, exhibition ists, 
kindly or uncaring. Authors ut il ise the com mon qualities and failings, 
blend them into permutations, mucht as nature doe s, and create 
charac t ers we will recognis e and with whom we will ident ify --
and identify against; who wants to be cast as villain! 

Bu t none of these cha rac ters are stereotypes, a ny more th a n 
we as ind ivi duals are stereotypes . T hey and we simply share Lhe 
qualities and failings of human nature. 

Stereotype s happen when authors fail t o flesh th ei r characters 
with credibility, not beca use they are character s in genr e fict ion. 
Any chara c t er in whom a reader ca n believe and go a long with umi I 
the end of the story --- and want rnore nex t week --- can 't be a 
cardboard stereotype . At least I don't beUev e so. What do you 
think? Te ll us about your favour it e believable c haracte r, and with 
whom you identH ied a t Cliff House, or Morcove, or Greyfriars , or 
St. J irn's ----or within th e exploits of Sexton Blake, perhaps . 

And remember; stereotype is a useful umbrella word for lazy 
critics~ 
****************************************************************** 
FOR SALE: Bunter Books, hard and paper-backs. Saint Novels , 
so me with dustwrappers. Film Annuals l950' s, some pre-war. Radio 
Fun, Film Fun, Knockout Annuals. Pile of Rovers I 960's - stories, 
60 odd £8. 00. 
Various other Annual s. Also rare 4:5s and E.P. records. List on 
request. Picturegoers J 950's. Larry Morle y, 76 St . Margaret ' s Road, 
HanweJl, London, W7. Tel. 579 3143. 
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THE CLIFF HOUSE ENCYCLOPEDIA by Esmond Kadish 

By mid-1933, John Wheway, using the "Hilda Richa.1;ds " pen- ·name, had already 
been writ i ng the Cliff House stories in the SCHOOLGIRL for over a year, and 
had fi rmly establ.ished the popularity of his own version of the farrous school. 
A series of twelve "glossy photo - cards of popular Cl iff House cb.3Lacters", 
.beginning with Bessie Bunter , was presented with the paper , ('nos, 195 - 206), 
and an albLDn - "Cliff House Portra i t Gallery" - to keep them in, but a more 
ambitious project carrnenced in no. 203 . 

'I'hi s was "The Cliff House Encyclopedia", which was compleited the following 
year in no , 238, and was presumab l y written by Wheway, himself . Descr i bed as 
"an up-to-date ' Who's Who' and ' What's What' at Cliff House S1:::hoo l ", the pages 
of the encyclopedia · measured seven inches by five-and-a-ha l f, and were clearly 
i ntended to .be cut out of the paper , and pasted in an exercls,e l::ook. We shall 
probably never know how many enthusiastic young readers mutilated the paper, 
and destroyed the Cliff House story, in the process of do i ng 1so~ 'I\.iQ or three 
pages were _published each week, apart from an occasional laps e due to lack of 
space, and the final page of the encyclopedia numbered 64. 

Page one consisted of the bJ..ue and orange =ver which was, of =urse, 
pri n ted on the cover of no. 203 of the SCHOOLGIRL. Ins i de were three pages 

A group of some o/ your /aoourite Fourth Formers, Reading from 1~<1 ta ,igh11 !lOU will recognise 
Clara Tr,w/yn, Mabel Lyn n, Marjorie Hazcldene, Bulic Bunt er, Leila Car,roll, J..9nel Jo,Jan . 

Marce lle Biquct, Jeon Cartwright , anJ Jemima Ca,stair ,. 
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giv i ng, the "history" of Cliff House accordin9 t o Wheway. Li ke all good fictional 
schools, it had started as a rronastery and there is an illus tr at ion of "Ye Abbye 
of Ye Clyffe", snowing i ts uonkish i nhabitants, on page 2. Besides such ran.antic 
legends as that of Benedic t , the tragic monk, who died f or lo ve of the f a ii: 
Charmion, we learn th at , on the disso luti on of the monaster i es in 1539 , Cl iff e 

Abbye became a barracks; th a t Mary, Queen of Scots vis ited it in 1551; and t hat 
it became a school for Young Ladies i n 1879, established by the cha i nnan of the 
Board of Governor s , Sir Wil lis Gregory ( previously referred to by Wheway as Si r 
Grego ry Willis:). Amongst fanous old girls of the sc hool was Mrs . Graham Wi nch e ster 
who unearthed the tanQ of Queen Hatshepatrc1 in the Valley of Kings in 1929 -
clearly a formidable old Phar aoh, combining t.he qua lities of Cle opatra and 
Hatshepsut ! 

The encyclopedia - whi ch is well i llustrated - gave comprehens i ve .i.rifor:mation 
each week abou t Cliff House and its gir:Ls. We l earn abou t it s r u les and 
re gulat i ons; are guided round it s co=n ro oms, c r ypt, cloi sters and c l ock t ower, 
are introduced to its mis tresses , pr efects , and animals i n t he Pe t s' House ; and 
a re given fu l l details of the gir ls in the Fourth, Fif th and Sixth Forms , roost 
of whom wi ll rarely, or never , be fe atur ed i n t he stories . Sanetirne s , Wheway 
seems tu hav e his tongue f irmly p l anted in his cheek , a s when he refe .rs to "Dahli a 
Dearborn Flame - the slimmest gir l in the schoo l " , but th e pages devoted to th e 
gi.rls of the Fourth g i ve some nic e ly - drawn character s ke tc he s . 

Inevitably , the ency l oped ia includ es a map of Cliff House and district -
one whi ch woul d pr obably cause a Greyfriars enthusias t t o gnash his te eth in ra ge , 
since the famous Hami] ton schoo l i s not included . However , Court.field , the vi lla ge 
of Friar dale, and f'r i.ard a le Woods and Comm.on ar e there, and the map is q ui te 
acceptable to SCl-1001.GIRL readers , giving thE! location of Pria..rdale Boys' Schoo l , 
the Enterprise Film Stud i os, Monks' Folly, l.-.lermit ' s Nest, Cli ff Top Cottage, and 
other ran.an ti c - soundin g p l ac es which Wheway fe atured in h i s ta le s . 

Of cour se, tl1e only drawback to compil ing the i nforma tio n cont ained in t he 
encyc l oped i a , i s tha t sane of it speedily become s out of date . SLil l , i t must 
have been a labour of l ove for Wheway - fun . to writ-e , and certainly most en j oy
ab l e to read, even today . 

************ '*********************************'""************************************* 
THE ERIC f AYNIE COLUMN 

Danny's mention , in his Diary fo r April 1937, of the real l ife murd er, in 
Le i ght.oh Buzzard, of a young wanan named Ruby K~1 ·1, s t rikes a cho rd in the memory. 

Cne does not recal l the crime. It was not one of the "c lassic" murde r cases; 
it was just a sordid l i ttle murder which ca .ught the hea dlines i n the papers and 
was soon forgotten. Yet the name seemed st1:ange ly famiJ i ar in 1987 . I wonde r ed 
why. ! soon found out . 

Sane years a fte r the murde r , Agatha CT:tristi e wrote a Miss Marple story "The 
Body in the Library ." In 1942, to be exact.. That "Body in th e Library" proved 
to be the remain s of .a young wCXTia.n named "Ruby Keene" . It cannot have been a 
co in cidence , but it was , cle arly , cau se and effe ct . to r some reason , th ough I ' m 
sure she had forgotten the real life murder , the name obvio usl y remained in the 
f acile mind of Mrs . Chr i stie . (Cont. over/ •• 
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I wonder whether she eve r knew, in l ater years , that she had used th e nallle 
of a real life murder vi ctim for Iler ill -fated c haracter in the Miss Marple 
novel ? Plenty of biographers have written on Agatha since she passed on . I 
wonder whether a ny one of them eve r discovered th at the name of that re al life 
victim had been used in "The Body i n the Library" . 

Or is s .J:>.c.o . the t:i.rst one to spot i t ? I t often is: 

******************1r*** *** ·********************** ********"******** '***************** 
THE PRlNCESS SNOWEE'S CORNER 

An awful thing has happe ned i n our house . Sanething tha ·t a Pr i ncess does 
not expect to happen when she agrees to live with sane perso:n . After all , we 
Cats have our Pride , like lions . 

My man is a b it of a c hlllllp, real ly . One Friday evening I was snoo zing 
on his desk near the radiator . He came up to his desk abo ut 8 o ' clock , and 
started to tap on that printin g machine of his . I can ' t st:md that t ap p ing , 
so I got down and stalked out. As I passed the airing cupboa: rd on the landing 
I saw t he door was aj ar. So r popped in and settled myself comfortably among 
the b l ankets n ever dreaming of dis ast e r. 

Bless me! When my man ca.me out later, he s a w the airing-· -cupboard was ajar 
- q11d clos ed i t and turn ed the latch . He can't remember doinq i t, but he must 
have done. So there was I - locked in . 

Later on there was such <1 to-do . Every t en minu tes or :so he went to the 
front door , to the sid e door , and to the back door , calling out all the time 
"Showee , Snowee". I cried a nd howled . He kept going back and forth past the 
a irin g cupboa r d, a nd I howled and scratc hed the door , but he's as deaf as a 
:p:ist , and never heard me . 

I c9uldn' t see what was going 011, but I heard plenty , aJll:l he has told the 
tale several times since to artybody who would listen . 

By eleven o'clock that night he was re a lly a l armed ; by midnig ht he was 

despa .ir ing and frant ic . He knew I wou ldn ' t be out fo r hours , of my own acoo r d , 
in tha,t bit ter weathe r. At midnight he put on a coat , and went round the nearby 
roads and searched the big garde n of the unoccupied hou se next door . He didn't 

find me . 
At one o ' clock he went to bed, but didn 't sleep . He kept going down to 

all the outside doo rs . And 1 kept crying. At f our i n the morning he go t up , 
pu t on sli ppers, and a dressi ng gawn ove r hi s pyjamas , took a torch , and went 
all round our gardens , back , and front , searching and calling . His pyj ama legs 
were soaked f r om the wet yrass and shrubs , but he di dn't care: . He roll.ed into 
bed oi s he was. If I was gone, he d idn ' t both er any more about a n ything . 

He dressed about 7 . 30 . No s ign of me anywhere . He oouldn ' t touch any 
food. A l ittle later he telephoned round t o a few pe ople li ving near . They 
hadn ' t seen the Princess. They woul d h<l.ve a good look ro und . 

An hour l ater, my man go t himself a cup of tea . He coulan ' t drink it. 
he bro ke down and sobbed . I ' m ash amed to say he even r eproached the Al.rr\i.ghty. 
" It ' s too cruel , Lor d- " 

And my man swears that as he sat sobbing he heard a voice saying "Go to 
the airing cupboa rd". He got up fr om his chair, dragg ed hiJllSelf upst airs to 
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the a i..rillg cu pboard , opened the door . 

And we s tared a t one another. I sp ranq ou t. All he kep t sayi ng was ''Oh 

Snowe e - th ank Goa, thank God " '. 

A li t tl e l ater he went dONn on hi s kne.es an d apologised t o th e Almigh ty . 

And I s hould th i nk so , too! 
I was r ea dy to leave heme for good . I was so angry ; r ea lly ca tty . I had 

been in that cupt.oa.rd well over 12 hour s , an d l coul d eas i l y ha ve sto pped th ere 

much , much 1 on ger . But I for ga ve him . My man has no bra in to spe ak o f , but 

perhaps his he art is in th e ri gh t plac e . Talk about Coker an d Sk i!llpole! Oh 

yes , I know a ll about tho se chumps . You co ul dn • t li ve in o ur house an d not know 

abou t '!'HEM. 

****************** ****************************"*************************•••~ ******* 

A PRIZE FOR BUNTER ? 

by LES ROW! . .EY 

11 ~le ll ? ,. 

Hen ry samuel Quelch re gar ded William 
George Bunter as t.hat fdt ornament of lus 

fonn stood before hJ.m. lie had s ,1id ' well ', 

but th.a L wus rner el y a fig ur e ot :ipe ech . 

The exp r ession on the Rerrove master ' s 

speakiug counLence indi cated t..l'iat all was 

far fcorn well . He had i n te naed devo t i ng 

a fe w o f his scanl leisure hours 1.o the 

\\ffi- furt:.hcrance of his r enowned "Histo ry of 

(r Greyfria r s School " a momm~t.al work 

flllll'. a l ready r unn i ng to t l1ir.t:y fiv e vo lu mes 

if Harc>Jd Skinner was to be be li eved . 

Havin g fini s hed wi th th e fo rm room for t.t,e dny , Que1 ch had had reason to hope 

th a t h i s boy s - l i ke the ca res that in fcC>t t.he dc1y, had 1~cked the i i: ti,nt. s li ke 

the Arabs and a s s il en tl y sto l en awr,1y. 1~1at t lia l. n, aso n h.id been il l-foun(.]E>d 

was ob vi ous by the pre sen ce of Bunte r - -rr1 uncleanly and unwa shed Bunter - in 

his s tudy a t the vec y moment when the mar1i l:o ld tr,munels of a schoolmaster were 

to hav e been put a s ide f or t he li gh ter cl oak of autho r shjp ! 

" P- p-pl ease , s ir ," Bunt er began he sit...'lt inq l y , for one n~ver kn~ ha,1 to 

take Quelchy . "Pl eas e , I ha ve cane to you for adv i ce . Seeing as you ' r e my 

form nas ter, s ir , I thought you wou ld be k ind e nough t.o he l p me ." 

'Ille fi e r ce nes s o n Mr. QueJ ch ' s f a ce diminish ed slightly , and he he ld i n 

abeyance th e i nten t i on t o cane Bunt er fo r sl ovenliness . For once in his fat 

1 ife Bunt er was seekin g hel p from his f o rrn maste r . It was a un iq,Je occ asio n 

indeed but , s ince Bun te r was pre pa red t o r eicogn ise Que ] ch as a gu ide an d mento r 

in time o f pr e sen t ne ed, Quelch was prepar ed to set aside ( tempo raril y, of course ) 

his intent i on to cane him . If Bunte r was prt ~_pared to tr eat Que lc h as th e genu in E:< 

article , then Quel c h was th e man to respond. 
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"You may proceed, Bunter!" he replied in a 10C>re amiable tone. 
"You see , sir, I want to enter for the Founder's Prize . If you--" 
"What do you mean, Bunter?" barked the Rerrove master in tones of amazement. 

The w0rld in which we live is ful l of surprises, and Quelch had had his foll 
.share of them, but never such a surprise as this. If the "Stat ue of Socrates, 
on the top of the b:xlkcase, had opened its mouth and said that i t wanted to enter 
for the Founder ' s Prize Quelch would not have been rrore amazed. The Prize was 
attempted by the very best scholars in the junior forms, and n,ot by any stretch 
of the imagination could Bunter hav e been counted arrong th1~ ! Tl)e Falstaff 
of the form was the rrost idle and most stupid member thereof . His constroe 
- if such it could be called - had earned that lazy youth an ael1Uqj.ntance witb 
the CQ.O.e on more occasions than Quelch cared to remember. In English His tor y , 
Bunter had been known to cite Mary Queen of Scots as the m:ither of l:lereward 
th e Wake. Bunter's attempts at spe llin g had been the cause of rrore outbreaks 
of mirt h i n the form roam than a ce l ebrated comedian could exi~c t at the lcoa l 
Hippcxlt'.ane. And it was this boy - this Bunter - who now had the audacity to 
i nform his fonn master that he wished to en t e r fo r the Founder ' s Prize. The 
look on Mr. Quelch ' s face, a s he regarded Bunter, would nave ~ made the fabled 
Gorgon green with . envy. 

"Are you venturing to jest with your fo rm master, Bunt:er ?" he enquired 
with a ferocity that would have done justice to a Royal Bengal tiger which had 
had its ta il pulled. 

Bunter looked uneasily across the desk at his irate form 1paster . Now was 
the time for Quelch to smile encouraging ly; tc rise fro.'tl his chair and to clap 
Bunter on the shoulder, and to say i n tones of emotion. "W(~ll don e , Bl,mter ! 
This i s what J would have expected of you . Of course your name must go fo rwar d 
as an entrant for t he Founder's Prize!' ' 

Alas: Quelch ne i ther d id nor said any of these things, and why Quelcb 
should imagin e that Bunter was jesting was beyond the Fat Owl's conprehension . 
To be truthful, Bunter was in de ad earnest, and he had a canp~lling reason for 
wanting h i s name put down for the FoundP.r ' s Prize . But that canpell ing reason 
had noth i ng whateve r to do with aca demic prowess : 

"Answer me Bunter!" thundered Mr. Quelc h. "Are you so lost to propriety 
as to ridicul e your fonn master? Answer me at once !" 

"Please sir, I r eal 1 y want to enter for the prize. I wish to show my 
paxents how good at things I really am. 

My want i ng to en t er for the Prize has nothing to do wi th Garnes Pract i ce 
- nothing to do with it at a ll . " 

The Remove maste r gazed a t that hopeful member of his fonn, the l igh t of 
understanding dawning on his angular features . I t was a weJ l known fact that. 
boys enter in g for the Pr ize were excused Games Practice so that they would ha ve 
more time t o study. Quelch thou ght that he could understand Bunter's sudden, 
and unexpected, eagerness t o enter a contes t for which he 'was so eminently 
unsu i ted . The g imlet eyes wandered to where a cane lay on a near by table, but 
once ag ain he resisted the tempta t io n •. 

"Ver y well Bunter," he said , a hint of sarcas m creeping int o his voice, 
"I shall accept your assurance that your intentions ar e serious." Mr . Quelch 
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r ose f ran hi s ch air and went to his bookcase fran which he se lect ed a l eafl et 

whi ch he hand ed to Bunter. "This is a spe cimen paper gi vin g the problems set 

in last year ' s co ntest . You will work on t h is paper , Bunter , as though you were 

entering fo r this year ' s Prize . T trust tha t your newly acquired interest in 

academic adv an cerren t will be reflected in you .r ans wers ••••• " 

" Does thi s mean tha t I ' rn excused Ga.mes Pr actice , sir? " Bunter enq uired 

eagerly , He waited hopefully fo r as sur ance co that - to him - very important 

p:, i nt . He wait ed i n vain . 
"No, i t does not , Bunler t 'l'hi s unac customed pursuit of s cho lar ship , " 

Quelc h ' s sar casm was now almo st fe roci ous , "must not be ollowed to int erf ere 

with another unac custcrned purs uit o f yours - heal th y ex cer ci se . I shall watch 

your progress with close interest Bunter - very c lo se int erest inde .ed ~ I urg e 

you to show advancement both i n your an swers to the spec:irren paper and in your 

at t endance a t games . In the ab sence of a ny suc h adv ancement , Bunte r, T sha lJ 

con c lude tha t you hav e de libe ra tel y se t out to deceiv e your fo rm llli:ISter . In 

such circumstances , Bunter , your punishmenl will be se ver e - most severe , And 

now, Bunt er ," Quel ch pic ked up t he cane at la st . " T s hall punis h you for 

appeari ng be f or e me in such a slovenly state , You will bend ove r th at chair 

Bunte r , and do not keep ire wait ing ! " 

Bunt er ' s i nte r esl in J"ounde r ' s Priz e had s udde nly evap:>rat ed rn to thin air . 

After Quelch had finL sh ed wit h him he was ne ver like to disp l ay an in tere st ln 

the Founder ' s pri~e again . 

********************** *********** *********••·•*************** **********•***** ****** 

OUR 

BOOKSHELVES 

REV IEWS BY 

MARY C ADOGAN 

(Pi c tur e by Ter ry Wakefi e ld) 



LA CREME DU CRIME 

Colin Watson' s engagingly ironic and intriguing history of the 
Whodunnit, SNOBBERY WITH VIOLENCE has just been reprinted 
in paperback by Methuen (£4.95), and it is surely required readin g 
for anyone who is interested in the Golden Age of detec tive fiction. 
Even if one does not always agree totally with his assessment s, 
Colin Wat son' s relish for the sto rie s, and his stylistic expression 
of the perio ds in which they are set, carry one alo ng blissfully . 
(The same publi sher is also r eprinting Wat son' s Flaxborough novel s 
in paperba ck at £3.50 each: BLUE MURDER and CHARITY END S 
AT HOME are wonderful examples of his skill ir.1 convey ing th e 
tan gles of c riminality which li e just beneath the suirface of serene 
provincial li fe .) 

ln hardba ck John Sherw ood ' s FLOWERS OF EVIL (Gollancz 
£9.95) adroitly co mbine s gard ening and Glyndebourn e, pop music 
and Latin American politi cs with crime -so lving. Celia Grant, botanist 
and brilliant amateur sleuth, is an at tract ive characte r to guide 
us through t he comp lexiti es of crime and cris is. 

* * * * 
GHOSTS OF OLD ENGLAND by Ter ence Whit aker 

(Robert Hale Ltd. £10.95) 

England is one of the most haunted countr ies in the world 
- acco rding to Terence Whitaker , with i ts 'gal axy of phantom monk s, 
wailing spi rit s and grues ome ghouls that haunt our ancient cas tle s, 
ruined abbeys and lone ly churchyards'. Apparentl y spectr es also 
haunt many ot her locations; their abodes range from historic buildings 
to busy high-ways and even Heathrow Airport! Firom castles to 
cottages , from chur ches to pubs., from music-halls to Shakespearean 
theatres, they walk and wail and manifest. This book is pack ed 
with vivid stories of hauntin gs. People who have supposedl y 
encountered ghost s are interviewed, while other stories are more 
legenda ry. The nature of the book's subject hardly, of course , inv i tes 
'con cre te' proof, but those who find it intriguing probably won' t 
worry about that. An inte rest ing aspect of this book is that many 
of t he hauntings mention ed are supposed to happen i n plac es which 
are open to the public. Would-be ghost hunters can therefore perform 
their own practi ca l fo ll ow-up s, if they feel so in clin ed, on thi s 
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proliferation of screaming skulls, ang;ry knigh ts , ghost ly caval iers 

- and so on. (Shades of the Christ mas spect ral storie s fr om MAGN ET 

GEM, NELSON L EE, UNION JACK 1 SCHOOLFRI EN D, etc .! ) 

* * * * 

PUR E ESCA PJISM. 

One has only to look at the superb profil e on t he cov er of 

IVOR NOV EL LO by Jam es Har ding (W.11-1. Al len, £ 13.95), to be t r ans

port ed from the ordinarin ess of one 's dail y routines into the romantic 

world o f mu sicals like THE DANCING YEAR S and KING'S RHAPSODY, 

Glitter, g lamour, big do llops of chari sma 1, as well as t heatri cal histor y, 

are co nve yed in th is l i vely biography of an immen sely popular and 

c reativ e ' sta r'. 

***************************************************************** 

OUR POST BAG 
13ILL WATSO N (Walton on Naze) Re. Floa ting Plat for m One: 

have just re ceived a letter from Les I ie ll alliwell, Programm e Buyer 

for ITV and Channel 4. He remember s thi s fi lm wel l, and has ju st 

acquir ed it on behal f of Channel 4 and will play it thi s yea r sometime, 

so reade r s must look out for it . Please tha nk all readers who gave 

inform ation about it. 

FA TH ER FRANC IS HERT ZBERG (H igher Bebington) Whilst delight ed 

t hat Danny in th e Febr uar y issue sta tes that beside San Fra ncisco 

''ever y other film pale s into insignifican ce", l must po int out th at , 

just l i ke t he f ellow who drew 11icture s, so t he love ly lady who 

appear ed in pict ur es has a ca pital "D" in the middl e of her name . 

(I think R.J . was "M ac Donald " , his name is someti mes spell ed 

"Macd onald"; but I am sure of the spelling of Jeannette MacDonald , 

voted Queen of Holl yw ood in three succes sive yea rs - and now almost 

fo rgotten t but not by th e 1,500 member s of the International Jeanette 

Mac Donald Fan C lubt who hold th ei r 45t h "Cl an Clav e" this June). 

JAN BENNETT (L eiceste r) Does anyone have any informatio n or 

r efer ences about th e futu ris t ic a ircraf t designs featured in t hat classic 

film Thing s to Come (London Films, 1936)? 
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R.E. SWIFT (Bebington) 1 like to think that my "Go lden Years'' of 
Boys Pap ers were the best . Born in 1921, l grew up in the th ick 
of Boys' Fict ion, and with the limited amount olf pocket money, 
perhaps 2d. or 3d. per week , together with swapping with the "gang", 
we managed to cover nearly all of those wonderfiul mags . l saw 
the birth of the Bullseye, Sur prise , Ranger, Wizard, Hotspur and 
more. The Black Sapper, Tr ig M'Fee, The Phantom of Cursitor f ields 
Morgan The Mighty, The Boys of Greyfriars School and St. Jim ' s, 
all made my childhood days a time of joy and wonder . If only the 
powers that be could reprint some of those I 930's Thompsons, then 
my Septe mber years could be as joyful! 

******************•*********************************************** 

NEWS OF THE OLD BOYS BOOK CLUBS I 
~ I 

MlDLAND O.B. B.C. 

There was an attendance of 9 membe rs on 24th February - still 
rather low but an improve ment on J anuary. The latest news of 
our chairman Tom Porter is that the re is little change but he expects 
to .leave hosp ita l soon. Goeff Lardner is standing in for him and 
doing a good job. 

Some interesting co rrespondence was read by Bi 11 Lofts. 
Members ar e reminded tha t they have till May t o pay their sub
scr ipt ions . As usual Joan Golen, Betty Hopton and Ivan Webster 
were the generous founders of the feast at refreshment time . Your 
correspondent gave a quiz and, as usual, Geoff Lardner was among 
the winner s. The St . Frank' s J ubtl ee Companion was th e prize. 
Ivan Webster re ad a very amusing chapter from The Boys of Bendover, 
and it was agre ed that Charles Hamil ton was nor really at his best 
wi th Will Hay, and had created hi s own character instead. Betty 
Hopton then gave us a beautifully typed quiz . 

JACK BELLflELD 
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LONDON O.B.B.C. 

Th e prodig ious popularit y of the Ealing meet ing was manif est 

on Sund ay , 8t h Mar c h when the Club met for th e first meet ing whi c h 

was pre sided over by the 1987 chai rm an, Norman Wright. Despit e 

apologies for unavo id able absence by some of our regul ar atten ders , 

there was a creditab le attendance of 26. After the usua l prelim inari es 

Qunca n Harp er gave a reading fr om a Union Jack of 1928: Th e 

Case o f the Siping Va mp ire . Duncan then qu i zzed member s on th e 

reading, and the winner s wer e Jam es Goddar d, Ro y Par sons and Jack 

Wili ams. Roy Par sons read t he Her lock Sholmes sto ry, The Mi ssing 

Milli onair e. The M emory Lane reading was g iven by Norman Wright 

and ta ken from Newsleter number 22 1 dat ed Apri l I 971. 

Bri an Doyle r ead his dissertation on Old Radio and T.V . Show s 

whi ch had appeared in a Collector's Di gest Annual and featu r ed most 

o f the ea r ly Radio and T.V . sleuth s who entrn l lcd us. 

Vo t es of thank s were accor ded t o Bill Bradford and his willing 

he lpers who ensur ed that the busy tea pot was kept at the read y. 

Nex t m ee tin g will be held at the Sisl ey , Surrey home of Roy and 

Gwen P arso ns, the date being Sunday, 12th April . 
OEN WHfTER 

CA MBRIDGE O.B.B.C. 

The Cl ub met at t he home of Roy Whi skin on Sunday, 1st 

March. Memb er s were plea sed to recejve an invita t ion from the 

edi to r o f Eagl e Days fo r an exte nded half - day away meeting in 

Nor t hamp to n on Sunday, 10th May . 
Ro y Whiskin the n gave the Cl ub an insight into his personal 

tastes in film s, desc ribin g his 't op ten ' a la Desert Island Di scs, 

and show ing extracts fro m some popular fi I ms . Vic Hearn gave 

a very inte r est ing t humb - nail sketch of Colwyn Dane, the detec tiv e 

from Champi on during t he ' thirtie s and ' forties. Th e meeting c losed 

with a warm vote of th anks to Roy and his wife fo r their sple ndid 

hospit a lit y . 

TONY COWLEY 



Page 35 

NORTHERN O.B.B.C. 

Saturday, 14th March: 

A party of ten assembled at The White Horse in Wakefield 
for an informal lunch, the Guest of Honour being our C lub' s Co
President and Editor of the C.D., Mary Cadogan. After a very 
pleasant and relaxing time over lunch, we retired to the splendid 
library at Thornes Vicarage, the home of our Club Secretary, and 
indeed, an appropriate location for us to continue our informal hobby 
talk. Later we departed to our regular central Leeds meeting place 
for our meeting proper. 

A total of seventee n were present to hear Mary explain how 
she became involved in the hobby, after her husband located a Howard 
Baker rep rint which sent her on the trail of the olcil papers'. From 
articles in the C.D. and its Annuat ., Mary teamed utp with Patricia 
Craig to write the popular You're a Brick, Angela' - and other books 
published by Golancz. Mary gave a talk on girls' fiction (with passing 
reference to the detective gen re, and the comics), illu strated by 
colour slides. All too soon the evening ended. Everyone agreed 
it had been a most splendid day, and we look forward to Mary's 
being with us again, very soon. 

Our full year's programme is planned, and a copy i.s available 
on appllcation to the Club Secretary, Revd. Geoffre y Good, Thornes 
Vicarage, Wakefield, West Yorkshire. 

JOHNNY BULL MINOR 
****************************************************************** 

BUNTER BECOMES HIP! 

by Adrian Godfrey 

In THE FRANK SINATRA SCRAPBOOK by Richar <;l Peters (St . Maro.n ' s Press), there 's 
a section entitled 'A Broad Dicti onary ' which includes the following entry : 

BUNTER - a man who fails in allrost everything be does, the oppos ite of GASSER. 
(GASSER - a man or ~ high l y admired, consid ered to be the bes t 

or 'Th e End '! .) 

rt must have been the 1929 visit to Holl,y...ood which wa;; to l ea d t o W.G. B. 
having h i s name appropd nt.ed into hi p lmt<=rican slang! 
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SCHOOLMASTERS REMEMBERED 

by NORMAN KADIS H 

I t is fun ny how we tend to li nlk up some of the master s and 

mi stre sses we have known at schoo l with Hami lt on ' s pedagogical 

creatio ns. Old Hacker of il l-repute , the source o f a lot o f tr oubl e 

for th e 'F amous five', o f cour se, is wel l- renow ned. 

Ther e is one particul ar mast er who spent hi s days in the school 

I att ended in th e 20' s and 30's. He never ' took' me for anyt hing, 

bu t as a small boy I was ver y wary o f him. He had si lver hair, 

a small moustache and hunched shoulders. He always ca rri ed a 
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book under his arm. He was, perhaps, qu ite benign in reali t y, but 

to my 'fag -like ' mind in those days he wa s someon'.! to be avoided . 

He wore those half-lensed glasses and stared over t heir flat tops 

menacingly: 'Booooy - hundred lines by to- morrow!' 

There are so many otheT cha racters I can thirnk of and write 

abou t; I wonde r if others would like to hear of them, and co mpare 

them with the Magnet, St . Jim' sJ Rookwood and Nelson-Lee 

characte r s? Or perhaps they would give th eir own recolle ct ions? 

**************************************************'' ************** 

THE DARKER SIDE OF GREYfRIARS 

by E. BAL DOCK 

William Shakespeare tells us that 'He needs must go, that 

the devil drives ' (All ' s Well that Ends Well). One hopes that the 

title of th is pl ay may prove prophetic in the case of one fellow 

at Greyfriars School, Gerald Loder, who is constantly driven by 

less than admirab le urges. 
Howeve r , with out Gerald Loder 's dev ious machinations and 

scheming on so many occasio ns, of what pleasurable hours of reading 

would we have been deprived? Surreptitious late night card-sessio ns 

(Banker fo r choice) in his study with his bosom - and equally shady 

- companions, Walker and Carne, two jol ly (?) fellows who lend 

more than a touch of purple to the prevailing atmosphere at these 

:ttle soire es. With curt ains closely drawn over the window (a 

necessary precaution against late prowling prefects or Maste rs 

enjoying a brief perambu lation before r etiring), and 1rhe light shaded 

over the table, the air is pungent with blu e cigare tt e smoke. A lso, 

placing them all firmly outside the pale of decent fellows, it hints 

at more than a passing whiff of potent spirits. Gathered around 

the table, co mpl etely engrossed in their 'manl y ' pursuits, we see 

the t hree 'black sheep ' in their ele ment. 

Not a par tic ul ar ly elevating pi ct ure by any stan dard s. lt is 

ce rta inly not a si tuation which would have appealed to George 

Wingate, the Captain of the schoo l, or to his two c lose friends, 

Gwynne and Sykes . Nevertheless one fee ls th ey have more than 

a lurking suspic ion that such late night revelries do indeed take 

place. As for the Head , it is better to draw a curtain of obscurity 

over such activities and his response, shou ld even a hint of th em 

reach his August ears . 
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Yet have not these clandest ine activ i ties held us in t hr all 

score s of tim es over the years? Have we not, oddly enough, 

br ea th ed sig hs of rel ief when the th r ee shady prefects have once 

again escaped detec ti on and expu lsion by a hair s-b re adth ? Why 

this concern for such wretched fel low s? I suspect, becau se they 

are ju st what they ar e - noth ing more. When, as on rar e occasions , 

a spark of better nat ur e emerg es and g lows fo r an instant, we 

are pl eased to see it . But for the most part we are happy to 

observe wit h equanim ity thei r Jess than creditab le proceed ings. 

They are par t o f a who le which would be somewhat dul l ish oth erw ise. 

1t i s an inesc apable fact that fellow s in the grea t and far 

fr om perf ec t world beyo nd t he gates of Gr ey friar s do (sadly) indulge 

in the narcot ic weed, partake liber all y of liquor s of a fi ery nature, 

pl ay gam es of ch ance , and consider themse lves 'no end dogs' fo r 

so do ing . Litt le wonde r tha t in the small and secl uded world of 

school th ere ex ist •rotten app les '. Loder & Co. rep r esent the Jess 

com ,nendable face of Greyfriars whi ch throw s into sharp reli ef 

th e qualities of t he 'good ' fellows . Curiously , the deeper the 

shadows, the brighter are the iJ lumina t ed p laces. 

Ye t l be liev e that a close scrutin y of the inner and hidden 

natures of Loder and other s of a sim i lar ilk wou ld probably reveal 

some hint s, tho ugh maybe thin and vague, of better things. With 

just the sti mulu s of sympa t heti c encou ragement ( which is not a lw ays 

for th coming) , they mi ght beco me reasonably decen t fellows . Loder 

has been known to ri se to the occas ion on the soccer fie ld, and 

to do ju stic e not only to himself bu t the First XI and the school . 

This proves that th er e are goo d thin gs warring wit h the dark er 

e lements . General Loder may not l:>e half as pure as the waters 

of Ch oaspes - but then, who can aspi r e to such purity ? 

***************************************************************** 

MO RE WILLIAMt 

R ichmal Cro m pton's lively little desperado seems popular every

wher e th ese day s. We have just ltleard tha t BBC Radio 4 wi 11 

be broa dcasting a different William st ory every morning fr om Monday, 

13t h April t o Fri day , 17th , r ead by Martin Jarv is. (Al 8.43 a. m. 

- thu s whil e Parl iament is in recess William will be filling the 

'Yest erda y in Parliam ent' slot'.) 
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New books for your Springtime reading •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Now available for those who missed the fi t edition 
hardback copy, which is now out of print: 

RICHMAL CROMPTON - THE WOMAN BEHIN WILLIAM 

by Mary Cadogan 

THE ENID BLYTON STORY 
BOB MULLAN 

Paper:' ack £4.95 

THE ENID BL YTO STORY 

by 

Bob Mulla 

The author looks at 
phenomenon, her 
extraordinary succ s as a 
writer and the c9 troversies 
which have surro nded her 
work. 

£9.95 

Rupert fans! Eight new titles from Len Collis 

RUPERT AND THE SMUGGLERS' GOLD 
RVPERT AND THE MISER'S HOUSE 
RUPERT AND THE HAUNTED HOUSE ch £1.50 
RUPERT AND PIRATE'S DEN 
RUPERT AND THE SEVEN KEYS 
RUPERT AND THE SECRET TRAIL 
RUPERT AND THE MYSTERY MOOR 
RUPERT AND THE SECRET TREASURE 

+ + + + + 
Do not send money with order - payment on recei ~ t of goods. 

HAPPY HOURS - 37 Tinshill Lane, LEEDS, LS16 6BU. England. 
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I 
0 FOR A BO<DKE. •• 

by John Brid~
1
1water 

Myra Stewart is correct in a ~ributing the poem mentioned 
in C.D. 's March editorial to John rnson. The Oxford Dictionary 
of Quotations, 2nd Edition1 adds:- !'Lines written as a motto to 
a second-hand book catalogue - Lul~bock "Pleasures of Life" ed. 
1887, p.48". The Booklovers Antho f gy, edited by R.M. Leonard 
QUP 1911 - notes "This is often t~ken to be an antique. As a 
matter of fact Mr. John Wilson, al London bookseller, stated to 
Mr. Austin Dobson that he wrote th~r lines as a motto for one of 
his second-hand catalogues. Wilson, ~~r. Dobson tells us, was amused 
at the vogue his lines eventually <Jrbtained". The quotation also 
appears in Everyman's Dictionary jpf Quotations and Proverbs. 
Both the Anthology and the Everyma l quote the verse in "antique" 
form as follows:- ! 

"0 for a Booke and a shadie noo ·e 
Eyther in-a-doore or out, 
With the greene leaves whisp'rin overhede, 
Or the Streete cryes all about, 
Where I may Reade all at my ea e, 
Both of the Newe and Olde, 
for a jollie goode Booke whereo to Jooke, 
Is better to me than golde." 
The Oxford Dictionary of Quot tions gives the verse as you 

quoted it in C.D. 

(Editor's Note: Our thanks are also dul.., to Mr. John Geal for sending 
information about the source of this q1~otation.) 

***~****_*~:~*~:~*-*~:~*~~:~*~:****** !*********************.******~* 
Vt4t r rts:%ur4NiA4AVV.LUT4.AUA-AV#fi.4.l.V.V A BIG THANK YOU - for all. your interesting 
V · E'.J•1, J and e couraging letters, which, sadly, I am 
J our a,,i,or SIJ.JS- I unable to acknowledge individually. Thanks 

- I .I:",. \ too t ~, all readers who help the c.o. by 
l~ . aave rtl · sing their WANTS and FCR SALES 
?- \ in it )· to remind you, the rates are 4p 

f c.': 1 per w rd, while a boxed, displayed ad. 
•, ~ - costs £20.00 for a whole page, £10.00 
· ::.•_;;- for h· ,llf a page, or ES.00 for a quarter 

--~ page. 

fl.. . . 
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